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That he for love shulde han Ms deeth, alias !
For in the sterres, clerer than is glas,
Is writen, god wot, who-so eoulde it rede,
The deeth of every man, withouten drede.

And again, after describing the grief of
Constance at parting from her parents, he
vehemently exclaims against the unfortunate
conjunction of constellations wMch wrought
such havoc, and asks if there were no " philo-
sophre ** to advise the emperor to consult some
astrologer as to which was the auspicious
time for him to marry.

Certain aspects of Chaucer's character stand
out with unmistakable clearness in Ms works.
The most careless reader could hardly fail to
be struck by his wide sympathies, ready
humour, keen observation, and honesty of
mind. His idealism, his poetic sensitiveness
to the more imaginative side of life, are per-
haps less often insisted upon, but are no less
real. He is no visionary, afraid to face the
facts of life, dwelling in a world of beauty and
delight wMch has no counterpart on earth,
but a poet who takes no shame in human
nature, whose eyes see so clearly that they
are not blinded by evil, who dares to say, with
his Creator, that the world is good, IB the
Book of the Duchesse is a passage which ex-